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the COI under the major headings 
‘‘Oceans,’’ ‘‘Coastwise,’’ ‘‘Limited 
Coastwise,’’ ‘‘Great Lakes,’’ ‘‘Lakes, 
Bays, and Sounds,’’ or ‘‘Rivers,’’ as ap-
plicable. Additional limitations im-
posed or extensions granted are de-
scribed by reference to bodies of 
waters, geographical points, distances 
from geographical points, distances 
from land, depths of channel, seasonal 
limitations, and similar factors. 

(b) Operation of a towing vessel on a 
route of lesser severity than those spe-
cifically described or designated on the 
COI is permitted, unless the route is 
expressly prohibited on the COI. The 
general order of decreasing severity of 
routes is: Oceans; coastwise; limited 
coastwise; Great Lakes; lakes, bays, 
and sounds; and rivers. The cognizant 
OCMI may prohibit a vessel from oper-
ating on a route of lesser severity than 
the primary route on which a vessel is 
authorized to operate, if local condi-
tions necessitate such a restriction. 

(c) When designating a permitted 
route or imposing any operational lim-
its on a towing vessel, the cognizant 
OCMI may consider: 

(1) The route-specific requirements of 
this subchapter; 

(2) The performance capabilities of 
the vessel based on design, scantlings, 
stability, subdivision, propulsion, 
speed, operating modes, maneuver-
ability, and other characteristics; 

(3) The suitability of the vessel for 
nighttime operations and use in all 
weather conditions; 

(4) Vessel operations in globally re-
mote areas or severe environments not 
covered by this subchapter. Such areas 
may include, but are not limited to, 
polar regions, remote islands, areas of 
extreme weather, or other remote 
areas where timely emergency assist-
ance cannot be anticipated; and 

(5) The TSMS applicable to the ves-
sel, if the vessel has one. 

§ 136.235 Certificate of Inspection 
amendment. 

(a) An amended COI may be issued at 
any time by the cognizant OCMI. The 
amended COI replaces the original, but 
the expiration date remains the same 
as that of the original. An amended 
COI may be issued to authorize and 
record a change in the dimensions, 

gross tonnage, owner, managing oper-
ator, manning, persons permitted, 
route permitted, conditions of oper-
ations, or equipment of a towing ves-
sel, from that specified in the current 
COI. 

(b) The owner or managing operator 
of the towing vessel must make a re-
quest for an amended COI to the cog-
nizant OCMI any time there is a 
change in the character of the vessel or 
in its route, equipment, ownership, op-
eration, or similar factors specified in 
its current COI. The OCMI may need to 
conduct an inspection before issuing an 
amended COI. 

(c) For those vessels selecting the 
TSMS option, the owner or managing 
operator of the towing vessel must pro-
vide to the OCMI objective evidence of 
compliance with the requirements in 
this subchapter prior to the issuance of 
an amended COI. The evidence must: 

(1) Be from a TPO and prepared in ac-
cordance with parts 138 and 139 of this 
subchapter; and 

(2) Consider the change in the char-
acter of a vessel or in its route, equip-
ment, ownership, operation, or similar 
factors specified in the vessel’s current 
COI. 

§ 136.240 Permit to proceed. 

Permission to proceed to another 
port for repairs (Form CG–948) may be 
required for a towing vessel that is no 
longer in compliance with its COI. This 
permission may be necessary in certain 
situations, including damage to the 
vessel, failure of an essential system, 
or failure to comply with a regulation, 
including failure to comply with the 
TSMS requirements, if appropriate. 

(a) What a vessel with a TSMS must do 
before proceeding to another port for re-
pairs. A vessel with a TSMS may pro-
ceed to another port for repair, if: 

(1) In the judgment of the owner, 
managing operator, or master, the trip 
can be completed safely; 

(2) The TSMS addresses the condition 
of the vessel that has resulted in non- 
compliance and the necessary condi-
tions under which the vessel may safe-
ly proceed to another port for repair; 

(3) The vessel proceeds as provided in 
the TSMS and does not tow while pro-
ceeding, unless the owner or managing 
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operator determines that it is safe to 
do so; and 

(4) The owner or managing operator 
notifies the cognizant OCMI in whose 
zone the non-compliance occurred or is 
discovered, before the vessel proceeds. 
The owner or operator must also notify 
the cognizant OCMI in any other OCMI 
zones through which the vessel will 
transit. 

(b) What another vessel must do before 
proceeding to another port for repairs. If 
a vessel does not have a TSMS, or a 
vessel has one but it does not address 
the condition of the vessel that has re-
sulted in non-compliance or the nec-
essary conditions under which the ves-
sel may safely proceed to another port 
for repair, the owner, managing oper-
ator, or master must request permis-
sion to proceed from the cognizant 
OCMI in whose zone the non-compli-
ance occurs or is discovered. This per-
mission operates as follows: 

(1) The request for permission to pro-
ceed may be made electronically, in 
writing, or orally. The cognizant OCMI 
may require a written description, a 
damage survey, or other documenta-
tion to assist in determining the na-
ture and seriousness of the non-compli-
ance. 

(2) The vessel will not engage in tow-
ing, unless the cognizant OCMI deter-
mines it is safe to do so. 

(3) The Coast Guard may issue the 
permit either on Form CG–948, ‘‘Permit 
to Proceed to Another Port for Re-
pairs,’’ or in letter form, and will state 
the conditions under which the vessel 
may proceed to another port for repair. 

(c) Inspection or examination. The cog-
nizant OCMI may require an inspection 
of the vessel by a Coast Guard Marine 
Inspector or an examination by a sur-
veyor from a TPO prior to the vessel 
proceeding. 

§ 136.245 Permit to carry an excursion 
party or temporary extension or al-
teration of route. 

(a) A towing vessel must obtain ap-
proval to engage in an excursion prior 
to carrying a greater number of per-
sons than permitted by the COI, or to 
temporarily extend or alter its area of 
operation. 

(b) For a vessel utilizing the TSMS 
option, the vessel may engage in an ex-
cursion, if: 

(1) In the opinion of the owner, man-
aging operator, or master the oper-
ation can be undertaken safely; 

(2) The TSMS addresses the tem-
porary excursion operation con-
templated; the necessary conditions 
under which the vessel may safely con-
duct the operation, including the num-
ber of persons the vessel may carry; 
the crew required; and any additional 
lifesaving or safety equipment re-
quired; 

(3) The vessel proceeds as provided in 
the TSMS; and 

(4) The owner, managing operator, or 
master notifies the cognizant OCMI at 
least 48 hours prior to the temporary 
excursion operation. The cognizant 
OCMI may require submission of perti-
nent provisions of the TSMS applicable 
to the vessel for review and onboard 
verification of compliance. If the cog-
nizant OCMI has reasonable cause to 
believe that the TSMS applicable to 
the vessel is insufficient for the in-
tended excursion, additional informa-
tion may be requested and/or addi-
tional requirements may be imposed. 

(c) If the towing vessel is not under a 
TSMS, or the TSMS applicable to the 
vessel does not address the temporary 
excursion operation: 

(1) The owner or managing operator 
must submit an application to the cog-
nizant OCMI. The application must 
state the intended route, number of 
passengers or guests, and any other 
conditions applicable to the excursion 
that exceed those specified in its COI. 

(2) The cognizant OCMI may issue 
the permit either on Form CG–949, 
‘‘Permit To Carry Excursion Party,’’ or 
in letter form. The cognizant OCMI 
will indicate on the permit the condi-
tions under which it is issued, the num-
ber of persons the vessel may carry, 
the crew required, any additional life-
saving or safety equipment required, 
the route for which the permit is 
granted, and the dates on which the 
permit is valid. The application may be 
made electronically, in writing, or 
orally. 

(3) The vessel may not engage in tow-
ing during the excursion, unless the 
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